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CINCINNATI, May 20 (AP) —
Hungry? Pringles has a few words
for you. .

Procter & Gamble said Thursday
that it would soon print trivia ques-
tions and answers on its Pringles
snack chips, using ink made of blue
or red food coloring. The first batch
of the printed Pringles set to hit se-
lect store shelves next month will
display a series of jokes, “fun facts,”
and “animal facts.” For example,
what Shakespeare play is about the
summer  solstice? Midsummer
Night's Dream.

In August, the chips will pose triv-
ia questions from Hasbro’s Trivial
Pursuit Junior game, under a part-
nership with the toy maker.

“We think kids are going to love it,”
Jamie Egasti, Procter & Gamble's
vice president for North American
snacks, said. “It’s a great way to add
fun to the lunch.”

Procter & Gamble will send the
chips along a conveyor belt under a
special printer that sprays on the

Fun Facts on Pringles Snacks

trivia messages. The question is
printed on the chip and the answer is
on the same side, but printed upside
down.

Each chip in a canister will have a
different message, because test pan-
els of children and mothers told
Procter & Gamble marketers that
duplicate messages in one box would
not be interesting, Mr. Egasti said.

“I think it’ll be a real hit with
young people,” said William Steele,
an analyst with Banc of America Se-
curities who follows Procter & Gam-
ble.

It is possible that the chips could
someday be printed with advertise-
ments, although no such decision has
been made, Mr. Egasti said.

Pringles, introduced in the early
1970’s, are sold in 140 countries; it is
one of the Procter & Gamble brands
that brings in $1 billion or more in an-
nual sales. Mr. Egasti declined to re-
veal the company’s sales projections
for printed Pringles.
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A chip off the

educational block
Eat potato chips

- — learn trivia.

In June and July, Prin-

~ gles will introduce Prin-
gles Prints Fun F‘acts, |
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Animal Facts and Jokes.
Each stackable chip will
feature a fact to read be-
fore munching. ,

In August, look for
the rollout of another
readable chip. Through
a partnership with Has-
bro, these Pringles will
feature 2,400 trivia ques-

tions and answers from

six different Trivial Pur-
suit Junior categories.

For now, Pringles
Prints will be available
only in Original flavor
1in canisters and Snack
Stacks sizes. '

No ink is consumed
in the eating of these
chips; the writing is
done in food coloring.

Betcha can’t read just

one. i

(
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‘Front Burner
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On the Shelf

Mom, canl
read you my
chip?
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printed chip in June: Pringles
Prints will have facts and images in food

PORTER NOVELLI PHOTO

coloring on them. In August, the com-

pany plans to roll out chips with Trivial Pursuit Junior questions
* and answers on them. The printing technology used allows one

side of the chip to be printed right-side-up and upside-down, in

blue and red. They’re slated to cost the same as regular Pringles.
_— HELEN SCHWAB |
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